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Storage – Good general housekeeping should be maintained. Exits shall be free of 
obstructions. All household chemicals and matches should be stored away from children. 
All paints, solvents, waxes, and flammables and combustible liquids shall be stored outside 
or in cabinets. Gasoline powered equipment shall not be stored in the home unless fuel tanks 
are completely drained. Attics, closets, basements, and garage areas should be kept free of 
accumulated of combustibles. 

Smoke Alarms - Smoke alarms should be in working order and tested monthly. Your home 
should meet the smoke alarm requirements in place when the house was built. There shall be 
a minimum of one (1) smoke alarm on each level including the basement and in all sleeping 
rooms regardless of when your house was built. 

Fire Extinguishing Devices - The home shall be equipped with at least one portable fire 
extinguisher of Class 2A10 BC rating (recommended for adoption homes). Home sprinkler 
systems shall be maintained per the manufacturer/installer’s recommendations. Sprinkler 
heads must be unobstructed, have nothing hanging from them and be free of paint and 
corrosion. 

Bathroom/Closets - Bathrooms locks shall be designed to permit the emergency opening of 
a locked door from the outside. Closet doors must be openable from inside the closet. 

Kitchen – The hood vent should be clean and maintained per manufacturer’s directions.  

All fire code violations must be corrected immediately. 

All violations deemed by the fire inspector to be an immediate hazard to life safety shall be 
corrected on the spot.  

Per County Code Howard County Department of Fire & Rescue Services charges for fire 
inspections, re-inspections and any associated services.  You will receive an invoice in the mail 
from the Department of Finance after the inspection is within compliance and all paperwork has 
been completed.   


